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_ ’ : Stars and Strines Staff Writer A
NINTH AF FIGHTER FIELD IN GERMANY, Mar. 'IT—Amel‘-ican
w.al_‘p_lanes are flying from airfields in Germany. '
N_ll’_i-l;h TAGC fighters teday.and yesterday flew from runways stretch-
-Ag between old Nazi field fortificaticns; in other sectors of the Reich
~ Captured by American ground forees, fighter-bombers have moved up to

S

2 Tactical aireraft added a new |
target to their list—German staff
headguarters. Last week U. 8.
planes struck at a headquarters
believed to have been Field Mar-
shal von Rundstedl's, batlering
buildings and wrecking about 150
cars parked in the area. ~
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Ylose-support fields on Naz so11.

base in Germany Is in dispute, rH
claim is that of the ssaig m%e:t
gra%gn hiaj OIy'nt;rd W. Hansen, of Colle-
ge Inn, Towa, and Capt. Leo J. Sommer,
of Los Angeles, flew their P51z from
one base to Dusseldorf and the Ruhr
on Mar, 12. :

Ninth AF englneers from the command
of Brig. Gen, James B. Newman, Jr., were
Still working on the taxi strips of this |j
1dield today as pilots of Col. Ray J. |
Stecker's 365th Gp, took off from multi- 1
layered steel runways in their second c
day of operations inside Germany., Six (4
weeks ago the field was in a ‘muddy
American artillery area.

To prepare the way for 1/Lit, John H. |
; _R__pga_e_m, P47 flight leader from Shepherds | ;
town, W. Va., who flew back from Hagen %
_ F:as?l_mﬂi:g. yards and made the first
n [ landing here yesterday, engineers led b
- | Lt Col. Lioyd A. Gutter, of Mexico, Moy, | &
- jmoved in when the ground was coversd
d | with snow. ;’
Thaws and rains turned the ares— 1
checkéred by German trenches and pill- |
040 | Poxes—into a foot-deep expanse of mud.
ad T We neadeﬂ_ boats instead of dozers,™
:xplaé?f TIKE Wm;;am C. Young, of John-
- | Son ¥, Ey., who erates a bullda =
v | "But we licked 1t.” i o
The engineers had to build" roads go
they could walk to the runway sites—

| Airfields in Reich Used
By Ninth TAC Fighters

By -Bud Hutfon

Credit for the first mlssion from =
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Worked in Sea of Mud : a

(Continued on Page 8)

| Airfields -—-

(Continued from Page 1)

there was that much mud. As the rains
turned the.alluvial silt imto slick, almost

ed down and the engineers turned to
the slogging job of making runways with
picks and shovels, . .
When the American ground forces
jumped the Roer and headed for the
Rhine, the engineers turned on flood-
lights and worked 24 hours a day to keep
the tactical air cover within shooting
distance of the infantry. Yesterday,
their job was not done, but the runways
were finished and the Thunderbolts land-
ed while graders and ’dozers still labor-
ed.

] 0ld Luftwaffe Fields Used L
Other Ninth AF gites are completed
on what once were Luftwaffe fields.
This strip to which Rogers and his
flight came yesterday with only what

strip built completely by the American
forces.

While for Stecker’s group it was the
tenth move since D Day, for the engineers
it was, as Maj. Lawrence Denny, of Chi-
cago, sald, '"just another point on a line
whicl began with bomber fields in En-
gland, went through the dust of Norman-

repairs to Tempelhof alrdrome in Berlin.”

At another field, Col, James C. Mc-
Gehee, of Birmingham, Ala., whose 373rd
Fighter Gp. pllots are flying from, Va-
terland soll, summed it up:

"We've been using onetime Luftwaffe
bases since Normandy, and we're damnped
grateful for the Luftwaffe's enforced

bottomless muck, heavy equipment bogg- |-

they wore on their backs Is the first|-

dy in June and ought to wind up with d
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| cooperation.’””



